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This pack provides key information about the Mercury Theatre General Auditions. If you have any further questions please email casting@mercurytheatre.co.uk and we will get back to you

What are general auditions?
Mercury Theatre General Auditions is an open call for Essex-based artists who wish to have a quick chat or perform a monologue or any other talent, in front of a panel of key from the Mercury’s Artistic and Producing departments.
These auditions are not for a specific production, however the aim to help us broaden our casting horizons and allows us to engage with local artists who we might work with in the future. This may be in workshops, R&D’s, creative engagement projects, talent development work, readings, community touring or in our theatre productions.
While we won’t be able to see everyone who applies, we will acknowledge every submission, keep them on file and contact you when there is an opportunity to audition.

What is talent development?
Mercury Creatives is the Mercury’s talent development programme that supports the development of ground-breaking, Essex-based theatre makers. 
The Mercury aims to provide a transparent ladder of progression in order to provide a huge benefit for skills development. By providing time and space for researching, exploring and testing ideas, we aim to nurture and grow the innovators of tomorrow.

Who can apply?
Mercury Theatre General Auditions are for Essex based artists who:
· want to get onto the radar of the Mercury
· want to have a chat, perform a monologue or showcase any other talent 
· want advice on project development or ‘next steps’
· want to learn
We want to celebrate the awesome talent living in Essex.
If you have been seen for a previous general audition within the last 18 months, you will not be eligible to be seen again as we have already seen what you can do and you are already on our radar.
What happens in the audition room?
Each audition slot will be approximately 15-20 minutes. This is to ensure that we are able to see as many artists as possible, but that each person has adequate time in the room.
When you enter the room, there will be an initial chat with the panel. They may ask you some questions about your CV or your experience and provide you with an opportunity to ask anything you are unsure of.
You will be asked to share a 2-3 minute speech, which can be any genre, and then there will be time to work with the panel in the room.
What happens post-audition?
Following your audition, we aim to deliver feedback to you within one week. 
It is important to remember that the door remains open and further talent development opportunities are available. If you would like have further information check out www.mercury.creatives@mercurytheatre.co.uk 

Accessibility
We believe theatre and all of the activities we offer should be accessible to all.
If you have any specific requirements or if there is anything we can do to best accommodate you while you are in the theatre, please do let us know in advance.
All areas within the theatre are fully accessible. There are lifts positioned on each side of the building and accessible toilets on each floor. Full details about accessibility are available at www.mercurytheatre.co.uk/enjoy-your-visit/access-for-all/.
If you are unable to attend the audition in person, we can also facilitate Zoom auditions. 

Parking and Drop Off
St Mary’s Car Park is the nearest available car park. Pre-paid parking tickets are available online at https://www.mercurytheatre.co.uk/enjoy-your-visit/online-store/. This is valid all day and prices vary.
We have a limited number of accessible parking spaces outside the Theatre. These are available to our Access for All members and must be booked in advance by contacting Box Office directly on 01206 573948. 
There is a drop off point directly in front of the box office and the Jumbo Water Tower.
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